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E Hitserto our columns have been open, with very few exceptions, to all 
b communications affecting either the spiritual or temporal welfare of our community 


generally, with more feeling of courtesy to the writers than regard to the style or 
tenor of the document presented; it must, therefore, be perfectly evident to our 
readers that our own opinions and principles cannot be in conformity with all the 
views our several correspondents take of the numerous subjects which have 
engrossed their attention. It is painful to us that our confined limits have 
compelled us to exclude some of the contributions with which we have been 
favoured by our readers, it is still more painful to us to be importuneéd into 
compliance where articles submitted are not judiciously written, or do not possess 
sufficient merit or interest to claim a preference; we fear, even already, we have 
fe allowed our respect to exceed our judgment, by yielding implicitly to personal 
solicitation. Our course, therefore, in future, must be strictly impartial, and no 
communications can be entertained except they are addressed by letter, “ to the 
Editor,” and not forwarded to him through any personal influence; we find this 


portion of our duty sufficiently onerous, and when the extent of mental application 


required of us in the perusal of the numerous letters we daily receive is duly 
considered, our contributors will not conceive it to be neglect if we find ourselves 
sompelled to pass many over without a specific reply. 


MORAL DUTIES. 
| (Continued from our last ) 
ey They utter these words through ignorance and indolence, thinking that the 
“i understanding of the unity of God consists merely in the utterance of the expression 
= ITIN, and they do not see that their hearts are void of the true idea of the unity ; 
mm for though with the mouth they express it, yet in their hearts they think that there 


mmis more than one, or compare His unity (as we have stated in the first chapter) | 


with the unities of the world, which are not traié ones: for they do not know how 
Bto distinguish between the stability of the perfect unity and the visionary nature of 

the unity of their own creations. The wise men only who have penetrated into 
and studied the meaning of the true unity, know what it really is, its nature and 


| 


erve the Cause of all causes, the Beginning of all beginnings; but the prophet by 
ils inspiration, and the wise philosopher by his studies and wisdom—they can 
erve Him. All other men serve others besides God, for they think there is 
nothing but what is compound and multiform, and therefore, ideas of the unity 
e divided according to the different sects of mankind, and their various degrees 
fof understanding, under the four heads we have enumerated above. He that 
believes in the unity with his tongue, not understanding the meaning of it in his 
eart, and having only received it from his Father, is compared toa blind man 
d by the hand by one whose eyes are open: or perhaps his father may likewise 
ave heard from his ancestors, who knew as much of the subject as he did, that 


Mits perfection, And truly spoke the philosopher when he said, we cannot all }| 


God is one: then in this case may they all be likened to a company of blind men, 
of which, every one places his hand on the shoulder of his neighbour till they 
reach one at the head of the assembly who leads them, and if by chance he should 


err, or should not be cautious in choosing his route, then one of them may 


perhaps stumble, or suffer some accident, in which case, since they are all 
helpless alike, a similar fate will await them all, and they may be destroyed, 
because there was not one among them to direct them properly. In him that 
believes in the unity of God, through tradition only, and does not properly under- 
stand it from his own knowledge, there is no confidence to be placed; he might 
associate some other being with God; for if he hears the reasoning and arguments 
of heretics, perhaps he may be converted to their opinions, and sin equally with 
them. Wherefore our wise men say IF 155 Npw “ continue 
diligently to study the law, so that you may know how to answer.the D}"1P DN, 
He that believesGod is ong and acknowledges bim in his heart and with his tongue, 


has acquired such knowledge according to his understanding, but notknowing the. 
difference between the only true everlasting God and a changeable being, he is to. 


be compared to a man who is going on a long journey, and on the road there are 
several turnings, so that he does not know which of them he shall take to arrive 
at his destination: and although he is fully aware that a certain place lies ina 
certain position, still he cannot perceive the proper road by which he may arrive 
atit: concerning this the wise king Solomon says . . 

But he that acknowledges the unity of God in his heart and with his tongue, 
and knows how to prove the truth of His nnity, by intellectual Teasoning, he 
perfectly understands the nature of the unity; and of this sublime degree of 
understanding spoke Moses, when he said 3 

‘““ Know, therefore, this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the Lord He is 
God in the heaven above and upon the earth beneath, there is none else.” 
CuaptTer 3rd | 

We must now enquire whether we are bound to search and enquire into this 
unity by study or not, and I say that whosoever can search into this subject to 
become familiar with it, and with other subjects similar to it, through the medium 
of science, he is obliged to do so according to the scope and power of his under- 
standing; but he that withdraws himself from such inquiries is full of shame, is 
considered as confined in knowledge and without good deeds, and may be 


compared to a sick person who knows well his infirmity, and depends for his cure | 


on a physician, who applies for that purpose, a variety of wares still does 
the sick man not observe (for be is indolent) whether the medicines given to him 


"are suitable to his complaint or not, although he could do so without any trouble, 


there being nothing to hinder him. 
7 | (To be continucd ) 
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Exposition of the portion ¥/}%) 
The opening verses of this portion are indicative of fraternal regard in the 
highest degree, and as such, are deserving of our particular attention, Jacob 


having lost the first-born of the best beloved of his wives, Rachel, was naturally 


more anxious about the safety of her other child ; and had, therefore, cautioned 
his sons to be particularly watchful, and to defend Benjamin from all harm. 
When, therefore, Benjamin, the cherished one, was about to be detained a 
prisoner, as he supposed, Judah, at once disregarding all selfish considerations, 
and thinking only of his father in Canaan, immediately offered himself as a 
substitute for his younger brother, alleging as a reason for his so doing, ‘what he 
thought was most likely to have an effect on the stranger, (Joseph) the love his 
father bore his: youngest born, and the extreme reluctance with which he had 
parted with him. How beautiful a feeling is fraternal affection, the dearest and 
most holy of all Auman friendships, it commences with our birth, and is the only 
attachment between mortals of the same sex, that derives not its origin from 
mutual obligation or reciprocity of sentiment—No, brotherly love is a part. of our 
nature, instilled into. us from the holy fount, whence as babes we first imbibe 
sustenance, only to depart from us when the power that that spring first made to 
expand, shall have wasted into nothing, and died. : 


When a person possessing authority addresses us angrily, we ‘should not 
answer in the same strain, for that is but to increase the flame of his indignation, 
but we should reply mildly and meekly, and endeavour to appease him. This 
rule will apply also to our equals. “ A softened word turneth away anger” says 
king Solomon, and how frequently might quarrels be prevented, if, instead of 
recriminating, and seeking to return injury by offence, we were to attempt to 
molify and conciliate: how many have repented an unkind answer to an unjust 
question, when expostulation would have had a more beneficial result? And yet, 
instead of meekness, how prone man is”to wrath; how little inclined, when 
insulted, to reflect, ere he retorts, whether the affront has not been unintentionally 
given. This leads us to the consideration of another lesson to be derived from 
this portion, which is fofgiveness of those who have injured us, more especially 
when it is in our power to take vengeance on our adversaries. Revenge, in the 
common acceptation of the word, is at all times sinful, for two evil acts can never 
constitute a just one; and, besides, would it not be more gratifying to our con- 
sciences to reflect that we have attached a man to us by the ties of gratitude, 
rather than to know that we have provoked him by retaliation, to further deeds of 
hatred and revenge ? : 

How did Joseph behave under such circumstances? did he punish his brethren 
for their former cruelty to him? No! he did to them what we daily pray to God 
to do to us, not according to our deserts, but according to His mercy. Joseph 
not only forgave his brothers, but he also loaded them with kindness ; and after 
all, is not this the best method of taking revenge. Is it not pleasing to feel that 


- we are superior to our enemy, for that he has injured us, but that we have done 


him a kindness in return : and is he not more likely to bécome persuaded of his 
injustice, by being made to blush for himself, when compared with us ?—He is.— 
No man can reflect on a good deed without gratitude, no man can better appre- 
ciate a favor than he who is conscious he has not deserved it. Let us, then, 
always strive to imitate Joseph, in this respect; and if it be our lot to have an 
encmy who has done all in his power to oppress us, let us, in return, show a 
nobler spirit, and overwhelm him with our kindness, thereby not only disarming 
his hatred, but deserving well of heaven for having imitated its divine example, 


It may appear strange at first sight, that Joseph should not have given his 
brothers the corn they required, without selling it to them (in appearance); but 
we must bear in mind that his orders from Pharoah were expressly to sell it, and 
not to give it to strangers ; he therefore sold it to his brothers, that the king might 
receive his proper dues, but he afterwards, from his own resources, gave them 
their money back again. Even when Jacob and ‘all his family arrived in Egypt, 
Joseph did not overstep his duty, but Pharoah, out of respect to his provident 


_ there was an assemblage of them who were called the sons of the prophets. 


and wise servant, resolved to consider his relations as natives of the land, and, 
accordingly, presented them with food for nothing. Thus, we see, that the striet 
line of honor must never be crossed, even when our father’s wants require it: @ 
and thus, too, we learn, that integrity of purpose and honesty of deed, always 
carry with them their own reward, and are certain to procure us a happier ang 7 


more prosperous lot, than the most refined chicanery or sophistical Subterfuge 


could possibly secure, 7 
ON PRAYER. 4 
Continucd from our last. 4 


After the release of the Israelites from the bondage of the Egyptians, and their Ee 
entry into aholy communion by the Divine revelation on Mount Sinai, we find thy 
the mode of worship consisted of regular daily sacrifices, with additional ones 
specifically appropriated for different periods; all of which were either com, 
memorative as those for festivals, or propitiatory as those offered for Sins, &e, : 
and the latter were always accompanied with suitable confessions or prayers, fae 
Thus the individual sinner was ordered to confess when he offered a sacrifice jp % 
expiation of his sins, and the High Priest, during the service, on the day of § 
atonement, was obliged to make confession of the sins of the congregation, when 
sending forth the scape goat. A particular form of thanksgiving is also set down 
in Deuteronomy, as necessary to be expressed when offering the first fruits in the 
temple ; but all other addresses to the Divine Being, whether for praise oy 
petition, were delivered only as occasions arose to excite them; of these we find 
many instances related of Moses, Hannah, Hezekiah, &c. ; but none so clearly 
points out the fact of prayer having been an established custom, as the devout and 
emphatic address to the Almighty, pronounced by king Solomon, at the consecra. 
tion of the temple he had built for the honour and glory of the Eternal and & 
gracious, and most high God, viz. “ that thine eyes may be open toward this & 
house night and day, even toward the place of which thou hast said My name be 
shall be there, that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall [am 
make toward this place: and hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and ‘ 
thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place; and when thou hearest, 
forgive.” The wise king then proceeds to particularize the nature of prayers [i 
which would most likely be put forth; viz. for private injury, national subjugae 1 4 
tion, want of rain, famine or pestilence; he evem mentions the prayer of a 3 


stranger not of the communion, &c. Surely a particularization like this ‘must 


prove a long established habit among men, to regard God as 
Benificent, and hence the settled disposition to solicit his protection and favor. 4 
The temple of Jerusalem, therefore, was, undoubtedly, the consecrated place 
of prayer, as well as of sacrifice, whereunto all Israelites who were within its | 
reach, resorted to approach the Divine presence with due reverence, to worship, ie 
to glorify, to petition, or humbly to express their thaakfulness: yet, as very) 
many were at too great a distance from this centre of devotion, who, nevertheless, 4 | 
had frequent calls, urging them to the worship of God, there was no doubt, but ” 
that private prayer was common; we can even trace accounts of the existence of © 
places in distant districts, as appropriated for the purpose of daily and regular 
worship: and there can be no question but that the holy prophets used prayen | 
when at Damascus, Shilo, Bethel, or Jerico, at which latter place particularly,” 7 


After the destruction of the first temple, the nation was driven to Babylon, and ~ @ 

the people were dispersed about the neighbouring heathen countries; the occasions Z 
for prayer, and the dispositions for appealing to~the mercy of God, mus) 

‘necessarily have greatly increased in that state of expatriation and slavery ; undet | j 


such circumstances, with hearts oppressed and panting for relief, men’s mine 
must naturally have been most anxiously bent towards heaven, and thence mos § 
powerfully prompted humbly and devoutly to seek forgiveness and favor a 
that God whose mighty power had heretofore raised them into a nation, and : 
whose gracious kindness had favoured and protected them for so great a length 
time ; their addresses to the Almighty must then have become more sincere ani 
more constant; the reflection on their former state, compared with that they they 
were placed in, must have excited their most heartfelt repentance, and hart 
awakened a strong feeling of devotion, leading to the use of earnest prayeg 
This was the case, and prayer became their principal occupation, and their s0#] 
solace; we find that the prophet Daniel was cast into the lions’ den on ae 
of his persisting in the practice of praying with his face towards Jerusalem, thi 

times a day. Hence, it is evident, that the practice of praying at regular sail 


| 
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' contemplations the magnitude and extent of the worldS you describe ; 
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periods, must already have been established at that time, nay, even, perhaps, 
considerably before it; the expression used, being according as he used aforetime; 
and indeed, King David’s expression, “ Evening and noon will | pray,” seems to 
imply not only a constant disposition to invoke the Deity, but a regularly 
established daily custom. 


(To be Continued.) 


A CONVERSATION BETWEEN ABRAIAM AND AN EGYPTIAN 
SAGE, 


Abraham. Peace be with thee, venerable sage. | 
Sage. Welcome! oh, stranger, to the land of wisdom and knowledge. Thou 


seemest to be fatigued with thy journey, and to lack refreshment; if there be 
aught thou desirest demand it of thy servant. 


Abraham. May He who. has guided me hither requite thy generosity, and 
shed his blessings o’er thy hospitable roof, plentiful as the dew on the young. 
plant. - But far be it from me to provide for my earthly want 
satisfied the cravings after the Divine presence, within me. 


s, until | have 

Sage. Pardon my interruption, oh, stranger; but thou speakest of things 

strange to my ear: who, prithee, is the guide that has conducted thee hither ? 
Abraham. 


Sage. I fear, friend, thou speakest to me in riddles, and reliest too much on 
my Sagacity and discernment in discovering the meaning of thy words. 

Abrahom. Not so, venerable sir, but I wish my speech to be plain and 
intelligible, even as though I were addressing one as simple, as fame has reported 
thee tome to be learned. I have heard also of thy knowledge of the starry 
heavens, and their unnumbered worlds through which He is adored : end I made 
no doubt to find thee in possession of that great truth, for which I have suffered 
but which, under all my misfortunes, I have.cherished more than life, and which 
lam endeavouring to disseminate wheresoever that invisible hand guides my steps, 
in whatever land He directs me. 


Sage. 


Who but the Almighty, the Creator of the universe. 


Truly, I gaze at yon ethereal plain, and examine in it in my nocturnal 
I en- 
deavour to discover their influence on our glohe, and from their constellations 
[ calculate the cuming of events now hid im the bosom of futurity ; I anticipate 
the destinies of individuals, I foresee the fate of vast empires: verily, powers so 
superior, so gigantic, must be nature’s gods, and to them, therefore, our adora- 
tion is due. : | 

Abraham, Alas! that thou too, with thine abundance of wisdom, shouldst 
have fallen into that fatal error which encircles short-sighted man Alas! that thy 
sight is not derived from Him; thy reflections not directed to, the right end.— 
But let me not despair, if my story alone has sufficed to convert many an - 
unbeliever to the true faith, surely my argunients will not wholly fail with thee, 
albeit in all things, save one, thou art wiser than I, still thou wilt not despise my 
reasonings, but wilt hearken. 

Sage. Anxious as I am to listen to thine expostulations, I would fain have 
thee gratify my curiosity first, by relatmg to me thy history; for methinks thy 
fame has long been familiar to my ears: long have I teen taught to revere the: 
pame of Abraham, the Chaldean, who has disseminated more than the sciences 
of his nation, among surrounding people. I. would, therefore, gladly become 
acquainted with all the details of thy life, doubtless, as interesting as they are 
useful, if indeed thou art that Abraham who is styled the benefactor of mankind. 


Abraham. \am the Abraham of whom thou speakest; but I am far from 
deserving the encomium thou hast been pleased to bestow on me; what I have 
done was no more than conscience bade me do, and what I dgemed my 
bounden duty. My tale is short and simple, yet if it will afford thee any gratifi- 
cation, will [ submit to thy hearing, soliciting thine indulgence and pardon. 

Born of a father who (like all his generation) was steeped in idolatry, and 
who with his whole soul was devoted to his tutelar duties, as he termed them, 
1 soon became disgusted with the absurd rites he daily practised, was bewildered 
with the multitude of thoughts which suggested themselves to my imagination, 
and would often be absorbed in my own speculations for days. laving, by the 
aid of my astronomical knowledge, investigated the truth of the doctrines so 
assiducusly promulgated by the priests, and found them to rest on no other basis 
than the.’ ow» wild and visionary fancies, and the credulity of their disciples ; 
I next ex. ined their pitiful, dumb, motionless, wretched idols themselves and put 
their pretended livinity to the test. The result fully justified my expectations, 


aud after little exertion, the fabric of the faith raised hy delusion and superstition _ 


lay crumbled into nought at my feet. This was no more than I had foreseen, 
[ was prepared for it, yet [ was lost in amazement, and for awhile the effect of my 
boldness and resolution so overpowered me, and my feelings were so strongly 
agitated, that | continued in a state of stupefaction, until my father coming to 
my assistance; roused me from my lethargy. I cast an inyoluntary glance 
at the fragments of the idols so recently destroyed by my own hands, and then 
directed an enquiring glance at my parent. His countenance had assumed an 
appalling fierceness, his eyes flashed with fury, and were stedfastly rivetted on 
his violated images; and for some minutes an awful silence prevailed between 
us. Suddenly, however, my father, as if awaking from a dream, and continuing 
his menacing posture, addressed me in the following manner:—Abram ! thou 
wretched son, what fiend possessed thee that thou attemptedst so daring, so foul, 
so impious a deed? Llow datest thou defy these immortal gods, who, though 
on the present occasion, they have only vindicated their superiority by stretching 
thee on the ground, and depriving thee of thy faculties for a few moments, might, 
had they deemed fit, have annihilated thee for ever. He paused—[ collected my 
scattered ideas, rallied my spirits, and resuming my wonted composure, thus 
replied to him. “lear and forgive me, oh, father; tortured by doubts, as to ~ 
the reality of thy deities, I approached them with the determination of trying 
their divine powers, regardless of the danger to which I might expose my life, that 
was of but little value under the agonizing state of my mind, agitated by doubts 
I could not satisfy. Having seized the wand of one of thy gods, I applied it to 
the head of another , and emboldened by his non- resistance, I continued to strike 
it and its impotent neighbours, until | accomplished their destruction. It was 
this astounding result, and not the avenging hands of thy deities, which so power- 
fully operated on my imagination, as to place me in the condition. in which you 
found me on entering the tent Judge now, oh, my father, judge whether 
these mangled fragments be real gods! D. A 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 
Mr. Epitor, 

As the procéadiigs here dase the last few days are certsin te 
attract attention, and I fear, create a very unfavourable opimon in your city, 
against the Jews of this town: I crave permission to occupy a short space in your 
valuable miscellany, for the purpose of disabusing the public _— and laying 
bare the actors in the farce that has been played. 

There can be no doubt the promulgation of the respected Chief Rabbi's pro- 
clamation has given dire offence to a small knot of persens, who -profess to be 
supporters of the new London congregation. 

It so oceurs, that these agitators have managed to gain some little ascendancy 
in a valuable charity here, called the Philanthropic Society; and by adopting the 
most mischievous measures for the last two years, have nearly driven away from 
the anniversary dinners, all the members of age and character. 

It happened this year, that three or four of these parties were stewards ; ‘and 
after vainly endeavouring to get the committee of the society to invite the reverend 
minister (as he terms himself) of the “ West I ndon congregation of British Jews,” 
they resolved on doing so themselves, @8 they stated, at their own expense. 

But be this as it may, the result was to cause many to absent themselves, who 

othe-wise would have attended; so that of 130 tickets issved, only 38 were sold, 
including stewards: and I fancy this alone will shew the estimation in which the 
reverend minister is held in this town. 

How far the opinions entertained by the large majority of the community here, 
have been justified by the facts that have occured, it is not for me to say; but the 
fullowing copy of a note addressed to the editor of a most respectable paper in this 
town, and received. on the day of the dinner, will, perhaps, enable the Jews of 
London, and I hope many well meaning, but much deceived members of the new 


congregation to judge. 


Mr. Eviror, | 
There is a dinner to-morrow (Thursday) of the Liverpool Philan- 
thropic Society, at which, Christians as well as Jews atten 

Mr. Marks (who does not know of my writing this) the newly appointed 
minister of the West London Reform Synagogue, will attend by special invitation, 

There will be some speaking, which I think would interest the public; will it 
suit your views to send a reporter? if so, I shall be happy to — six copies of 
your journal, and will pay your agent in London, if you wi'! favor me with 


his address, 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servan' 
16, Park Str. Grosvenor Square, GEORGE b: CKEITe 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 1841. 
The Rev. George Beckett. 
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Now this note plainly indicates two things; first, that Mr. Marks, I beg his 
pardon, the reverend Nir, Marks’ intention was to make the dinner the medium 
of spreading his religious views; and that our valued friends, the conversion 
society, form a correct opinion of their tendency. 


The determination of the chairman frustrated this inflated person’s object; as 
I know that it was plainly intimated to the travelling apostle, that religion and 
politics were to be excluded from the dinner. And as permission was refused for 
reporters to attend, you, and the London public will appreciate the report that 
appears in the papers at iis right value, when I state, that it Is neither more nor 
less, than the reverend minister * blowing his own trumpet.” 

I have named that the stewards or a portion of them consented to pay the Rev. 


Mr. Marks’ expepses—ii turns out however that this is not quite agreeable, for it 


ww 


is reported they have called on the treasurer to furnish 10 O for this object, or, 
that this creat reformer of abuses, is willing to accept of this amount from money. 
collected for charity. In this iuteat 1 trust he and his coadjutors will be foiled, 
and their motives properly disclosed, This exposition must suffice for the present— 
on another occasion I may perhaps again trouble you with a “ few last words” as 


to this individual and his doings, " 
I am Sir, 


tespectfully Your’s, 
LHONESTAS. 
Liverpool, ith, Dee. 5602. 
ANNIVERSABY DINNER OF THE LIVERPOOL HEBREW 


PHILANTHROPIC. INSTITUTION, 
memb rs ot the abave Charitable Institution, celebrated theif thirty-first 
anniversary on the Oth mstant at the Angel lun, Dale-Street. 


rey 


Among the nume- 
rous company we noticed Thomas Bolton, Usq., late Mayor of the town, Alderman 
Eyre Evans, James Arken, W ili@in® Wilson. Esq., James Mulleneux, Esq., 
Dr. Shaw. Elias J. Moziey, lsq., Senior Warden of the Congregation, Henry 
Daniels, Esy., Pre sidentof the Lyustitution, and several other influential centlemen 
both of the Hebrew and the Christian persuasions.” After a sumptuous repast 
grace was ‘said in a fecling and impressive manner by the Rev. Mr. Oppenheim. 
The Chairman, Henry Danicls, lsq., then ina neat and concise speech gave 
the health of “The Queen,’ 


manne’: ; 


which was responded to inthe most enthusiastic 
“*God save the Queen,” wes sung by the talented vocalists present. 
A succession of loyal and patriotic toasts then followed; that of “ The Duke of 
Sussex,” being particularly cheered, as the friend and patron of the Jewish nation. 

The Rev. Mr. Isaacs, then. in av energetic address proposed, “The Liverpool 
Hebrew Philanthropic Society.” Ue expatiated on its advantages to the suffering 
poor, and showed that it retlected honour on its supporters 3 beautifully illustra- 

ting his subject by an apt allusion to the tear of piry, which falling from the eye of 
mercy becomes a gem. fit to irradiate a diadem: The Reverend Lecturer sats 
mented with satisfaction on the opportunity which this meeting gave to our 
brethren of another creed of becoming acquainted with the mysteries of the 
Hebrew—whose only mystery was mercy;.and concluded by hoping that this 
might be butan adumbration of that Philanthropic Society spoken of by the 
prophets, when all mankind would be linked in brotherhood and charity. 

“ Moses Sfmuel, Esy., the Founder,—peace to his memory ;” was then pro- 
posed from the chair, and was drunk in solemn and respectful silence. | 

Esq., then proposed, “ The health of the 
President, Henry Daniels, sy ;’’ which was responded to by that o 
an address, which though short, expressed for it We 
at all times to be ready with his exertions and his purse, to support the interest of 
every charitable mstitution connected with the town. 

* The Mayor and Corporation,” was the next toast, and was eloquently acknow- 
ledged by Thomas Bolton, Esq., the late Mayor, and by Alderman Evans. Both 
these gentlemen spoke of the pleasure they had in intermixing with their Jewish 
friends; and also of the impropriety of any British born Hebrew being deprived 
of his rights as a citizen; expressing their intention to support any measure that 
might be brought forward to remedy this injustice. 

The Chairman then gave the health of “The Senior Warden of the Congrega- 
tion, Elias Mozley, Esq. ;’’ who acknowledged the honour in an eloquent reply : 
in which he alluded to his connection with this society from its original formation : 
and the determination of himself and family to give their support and influence to 
this and every other charity, that could tend to ameliorate the condition of our 
brethren, 


Mr. 1. E. Moss, the Honorary Secretary, proposed “ The health of the Reverend 


Solomon Herschell, and the Hebrew Clergy ;” which was respondedjto by the 
Reverend Mr. Isaacs. 


: _ “ Jewish Emancipation,” was then proposed by Mr. D, W. Marks ; who it ig 


said, came express from London, to be present at this Dinner. The announcement 
of this toast was hailed with rapturous enthusiasm. Differing as we do from the 
tenets and practices advocated by this gentleman, we feel bound to admit that he 
treated the subject with much ability, and (with the exception of some allusions 
to the Talmud) the speech was extremely creditable to his talents. We regret 
much that our limits prevent us giving even a condensed account of this speech. 

A variety of other toasts now followed in quick succession, including “ The 
Honorary Officers ;” which were individually responded to. “The Hebrew 
Educational Society,” by Dr. Cohen ; who expatiated on the advantages to be 
derived from so praiseworthy an Institution, “Mr. D.- W. Marks.” “ The 
Stewards ;? after the last toast, “ The Ladies,” ably handled by Johg 
Daniels, Esq. the President left the Chair, but we understand the conviviality 
of the meeting was kept up to a late hour, Several eminent vocalists enlivened 
Mr. W. J. Hammond also kept up the mirth 
of the entertainment by his inimitable comic songs. 

It is gratifying to learn that a liberal collection was made for the aid of the 
charity, whi¢n was duly announced by John Levy, Esq., the Treasurer. 


the evening with songs, glees, &c. 


TRANSLATION OF A CHARTER GRANTED BY KING 
SHIRAPRIMAEL TO THE JEWS. 
Granting them Permission to Settle on the Malabar Coast, &c.$ | 


After the captivity, subsequent to the destruction of the second temple,—which 
took place in the year 3823 after the creation—many Jews, both male and female 
departed from Judea, and repaired to the coast of Madi, and Pulsta; the greater 
portion of them, however, established themselves at Cranganore. Now it hap 
pened during the reign of Shiraprimael, in the year 4139 after the creation, which 


corresponds to tne 


379th vear after tae Christian wra, that the king granted to 
them certain privileges; and’ a charter to confirm them was engraven on copper, 
(accorainzg.to the custom-of the country.) There were, at this time, seventy-two 
families residing at (ranganore, under the spiritual direction of Rabbi Joseph. 
The following is a copy of the Charter granted by Shisaprimael, it was translated 
from the original into Hebrew, and is now rendered into English. 

“In the peace of God; He is the king wio made the earth, according to His 
will; and to Him, have 1, Airvi Brahmin, or Shiraprimael, sworn as is decreed by 
this Charter. Whneéreas from time immemorial this government has been subject 
to contiaual changes, and as this day | dwell at Cranganore, and still reign, and 
am powerful, it being thi ty-six years that [ have been seated on the throne of my 
ancestors ; and asin my micht, I am authorised to decree, so do I hereby strengthen 
the power of Rabin Joseph; allowing ‘him to have mulberry trees, to ride on 
elephants, or horses, to have heralds before him to clear the road, to make prose- 
lytes, to have carpets on the earth whereon he wa!keth, aad in his habitation to 
wave a flower garden ‘and pomegranates, and to use trumpets and drums. And 
these especial privileges have I granted to him, and the seventy-two families, 
together with acquittance from land-tax, and all imposts and duties. I also 
hereby appoint the said Rabbi Joseph, ruler of all the Jews resident in my various 
provinces, and director of their Synagogues, and from his decisions there shall be 
no appeal. . This charter is coufirmed to Rabbi Joseph, to his seed after him, his 


sons and daughters, his sons-in-law and daughters-in-law, all the time that the sun — 


and moon shall abide.—Praised be God.” 


This is witnessed by eight viceroys, and to it is affixed the royal seal. 

The Jews were setiled in Cranganore till the arrival of the Portuguese, who 
were a thorn and a stumbling-block to them; so that in the year 5326 they were 
obliged to quit Malabar and repair to Cochin China, the king of which country 
gave them some land near the palace to build houses and Synagogues, ia order 
that he might afford them every assistance. Their first Synagogue was built in 
the year 5326, by four wealthy men, Samuel Castealo, David Belilo, Ephraim 
Selach, and Joseph Levi. They, however, afterwards laboured under very severe 
persecutions, in so much that they could neither observe their sacred laws, nor 
follow their peaceful occupations, and they were continually maltreated till the 
arrival of the Dutch in the year 1663 of the Christian ara, when they received 
protection and toleration, and were allowed to live amicably with the other inha- 
bitants of the country, through the instrumentality of the Hollanders. In the yea! 
1686 of the Christian wra, four Spanish Jews arrived in Cochin from Amsterdam, 
viz., Moses Pereira, Israel Yergas, Abraham Boretta, and Isaac Mocatta; they 
visited every place inhabited by Jews, and rejoiced greatly in their prosperity: 
finding, however, thata great scarcity of books prevailed, they wrote to Amsterdam, 
and the congregation of that city immediately sent out to Cochin several copies of 
the Law, the, prayer-book, and Shulchan Aruch. Ever since this period 
a correspondence ha; been kept up between Amsterdam and Cochin China, in cone 
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sequence of which they have every book they require, Gemara, Medrash, Mishna, 
and Caballa.. The Jews in Cochin are, however, not well versed in these works, 
but are governed by the regulations contained in the Shulchan Aruch of Joseph 
Caro, and use the pronunciation and prayers of tie Spanish and Portuguese Jews. 
They are termed white Jews, and trace their descent from those who left Judea, 
after the destruction of the second temple : they consist of forty families, and have 
one synagogue. There are, besides these, some who are termed black Jews, who 
derive their origin from such Israelites as have intermarried with natives of Mala- 
bar and Cochin; but the two sects never intermarry, although both have nearly 
the same laws and customs. Of the black Jews the following is the summary: 
In Cochin there are one hundred and fifty families with three synagogues, in 
Arachimael one hundred families and two synagogues, in Pargoor the like quan- 
tity, in Chinotta and Mela fifty families each and one synagogue, and in Zertoor 
and Mutram ten families each and one synagogue. Be Dy 
HISTORY OF TilE JEWS LN ENGLAND. 
(Continued from our last.) 

But divine providence was not so remiss, for one of these robbers having gotten 
too great a load of money fled no farther than Northampton, where by his prodi- 
gality discovering that he was master of much treasure, his host, who happened 
to have no more conscience than himself, slew him during the night, and cast his 
body on a dungiill where it - remained several days; till the wise people of the 
town understanding that the person who had been murdered wore the cross, 
hestowed some cost on his funeral. considering him a martyr, and paid their devo- 
tions at his tomb; till the bishop of the diocese, who was a prudent man, declared 
him a rogue and forbade their fooleries. Lincoln was the next place possessed by 
by this tine the Jews were every where alarmed 
and on their guard, they retired with theconnivance of the covernor into the king’s 
fortress, and escaped for the most pap’ with liule damage. 


this spirit af But as 


Llisterians make men- 
tion of several other places that continued the like disorders, and all agree that the 
chief fermentors of them were the soldiers and pilgrims, who were coing to the 
holy war; which in those days of ignorance was looked upon as a sort of dis pen- 
sation for the most immoral actions. Butas lam persuaded that a better spirit 
has gone abroad, and that Ch: isthans no lane er take pleasure in these persecutions, 
[shall relate but one. more story of this kind, from an impaitial author, (Walter 
Hemingford), wnom | have never hitherto quoted on these matiers. Concerning 
what passed in April of this same year, at York, he says that the Jew Benedict 
who was forced to receive baptism while the massacre was going on in London, 
(and who, as bas been before mentioned, escaped from the king’s presence), died 
there the same day :-but that one Jocenus, his friend, who bad set out with him 
from York, had the goed fortune if it may be called so, to return thither safely : 
where giving an account of how:‘matters had passed in London, instead of exciting 
pity and compassion in his hearers he s:irred up many of them to follow the 
example. These, accordingly, setting fire to several parts of the town, that the 
citizens occupied in exunguishing it, might give them no interruption, began their 
assault upon the house of the aforesaid Benedict, wherein were his wife and 
children, with several others of his relations, and the greatest part of their mer- 
chandize; for the house being large and of some strength, they used to lodge there 
for greater security. Of this the rabble quickly obtained possession, and having 
murdered every one they found in it they burnt it to the ground. This barbarous 
action giving an alarm to the rest of the Jews, who were dispersed over all parts 
of the town, and particularly to Jocenus, a man of mighty wealth; they, most of 
them, under his conduct addressed themselves to the governor of the castle, and 
prevailed upon him to give shelter both to them and their effects; which he had 
no sooner done, than the rioters flying to the house of Jocenus, wreaked their 
vengeance upon it in the same manner that they had done upon that of his friend 
Benedict ; and seizing upon those unhappy wretches who had not been provident 
enough to get into the castle with their brethren, they put them all to the sword, 
without distinction of either a@e or sex—except indeed a very small number who 
complying with their requests consented to become Christians. How powerful is 
the fear of death! several of them as has been suid, consented, and by that means 
the rage of the multitude in some measure subsiding, those in the castle began to 
think the storm over, and that it would be succeeded by a perfect calm. But 
while they continued in their strong hold, expecting certain proofs of what they 
only wished for, some crafty person among their enemies pretending great f riend- 
ship, insinuated to them one day when the governor had chanced to go into the 
city, that his business was to conclude a treaty with the rioters about delivering 
them up, on condition that he was to have the largest share of the booty. What 


was to be done in this case? Fear notoriously banishes reason. They were afraid 


the governor might possibly betray them, they therefore believed he certainly 


would do it; accordingly on his return they closed the gates of the castle, and 
refused to grant him an entrance. 


The sheriff of the county happening to be in the city at that time, about the 
king's affairs, with a great number of soldiers attending him; the governor com- 
plained to him of the treachery of the Jews; and the ringleaders of the rioters 
joined him in this complaint. They said it would highly reflect upon the king's 
authority, if the Jews were suffered to continue masters of the castle, adding 
several other matters to inflame him\against them. The sheriff therefore gave 
immediate Orders to attack the castle and rescue it, which was exactly what they 
wished, for under protection of this command they joined the sdldiers, and com- 
menced a most furious assault. Yet before they had done. much migchief, the 
sheriff perceiving that their intentions were only to get the Jews into their power 
repented of ‘his order, and revoked it, in as public a manner as he had before 
given it. But alas! it was now too late. The mob was too much heated to be 
restrained by words—all exhortations were fruitless. They continued their 
attack on every side, and even desired the better sort of citizens to give them 
assistance, which they prudently refusing, the rabble applied to the city clergy, and 
found them not so backward in giving them encouragement. 


In particular a 
certain canon of the Premonstratension order, was so zealous in the cause, that 
he would often stand by them in his surplice, and proclaim with a loud voice, 
‘« Destroy the enemies of Christianity—destroy the enemies of Christianity ;” 
which did not a little increase their fury. The ardour of this priest, however, 
ended in his death, for going one day too near the walls of the castle he was 
crushed by ‘a large stone that was tumbled from the battlements. 

The people, however, nothing dismayed, even at the loss of so important a 
personage, continued their attack so successfully that the Jews believing they 
should nut be able to hold out much longer, called a council amoog themselves to 
deliberate as to what was best for them to do in case they were driven to extre 
mities. When they were assembled, their chief Rabbi, who wasa foreigner, and 
had been sent for to England to instruct them in the Law, on account of his great 


- learning, piety, and experience, rose and said; “ Men of Israel, the God of our 


fathers, Abraliam, Isaac & Jacob, to whom none can say, what dost thou’ com- 
mands us at this time to die for [lis law, and behold death is before our eyes 
and there is nothing left us but to consider bow to undergo it in the most reputa- 
If we fall imto the hands of our enemies, which [ think 
there is no possibility of our escaping, our deaths will not only be cruel but* 
ignominious. They will not only torment-us but use every art they know to rack 


ble and easy manne. 


us. My advice, therefore, is that. we voluntarily surrender those lives to our 


Creator, which Lle seems to call for, and not wait for any other executioners than 


ou:selves. The deed is both rational and lawful, nor do we want examples 
emone our illustrious ancestors to prove it so, for they frequently proceeded in 
the like manner upon the same occasions.” 

ilaving thus spoken the old man sat ‘down and wept. The assembly was 
divided. some aflirming that he had spoken wisely, others that his advice was 
premature. Upon ™ hich the Rebor svanding up a second ‘ime replied; “ Seeing, 
Brethren, that we are not all of one mind, let those who do not approve of my 
advice, depart from this assembly.” They departed, yet the greater part, con- 
tinued steadfastly with him. As soon as they perceived themselves alone, their 
despair increasing, they first burnt every thing belonging to them, that was con- 
cumable by fire, and buried the remainder deep in the earth, to prevent its falling 
into the hands of their enemies: then setting fire to the castle in several places at 
once, each took a sharp knife and first cut the throats of Ins wile and children, 
and then his own, The persons who remained last alive were the Rabbi who 
had counselled this dreadful deed, and the before-mentioned Jocenus ; but as soon 
as they perceived that every thing had been done according to their wishes, the 
Rabbi, out of respect-to Jocenus, who was a person of distinction, first slew him 
and then (To te Continued.) 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 

= Asa constant reader of your periodical, I have been much gratified 
with the liberal efforts you have made to bring before the notice of the public the 
merits of the several charitable institutions existing in our community ; and | am 
not even now desirous of finding any fault with the very able manner in which 
you have described the particulars respecting the “ Jews’ Orphan Asylum” in your 
last week’s edition; yet, as the writer of that sketch has been pleased to pay a 
personal compliment, where I admit it is in every way justly due, I regret that the 
knowledge which he, apparently, seems to possess of the affairs of the charity, 
should not have induced him to extend the tribute of admiration to other gentlemen, 
who have also done some little service in the capacity of president of the institution. 

“This was look’d for at his hand—but this was balk’d”; nay, even more than 
this was look’d for, but, perhaps, modesty may have induced him to avoid the 
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probable charge of egotism to which the truth might have exposed him, There is, 
however, one circumstance to which I feel it imperative on me to call your attention, 
avd that is the noble act ef generosity, which stands recorded on the minutes of 
the proceedings of that charity ; one which is well worthy of imitation, and one 
that is deserving of being breught before the notice of the public at every oppor- 
tunity. At atime when the committee were assembled for business, a letter 
was placed before the chairman, which had been left with the superintendant some 
days prior; it contained a Fifty Pound Note, with the simple instruction that the 
same was to be applied to the beneficial objects of the charity, and was signed 
‘<P ’inconnu”: of course it is needless to relate that the amount was immediately 
added to the capital stock of the charity, but the real name of the generous bene- 
- factor has never since transpired, It might truly be said of the donor that he “did 
good by stealth, and blushed to find it fame’’. I trust that the same laudable 
motive which has ,induced you to say so much in behalf of our charities will 
obtain for this anecdote the favor of an insertion in your next number. 
Iam, Sir, Y our’s truly, a member of the committee of that period. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICEE. 
Boiron: 


Sir,---I have perused your paper with the greatest satisfaction, 
conceiving that it is calculated todo much good to our religion and enlightenment; 
but as the price, although low, may perhaps be beyond the means of those for 
whose benefit it is more particularly intended, I beg to suggest the following plan; 
which, while it contributes greatly to your circulation, will also enlarge your 
sphere of utility. We supply the temporal wants of our poor by weekly distribu- 
tions of bread, meat, and coals, why not satisfy their temporal wants by religious 
instruction’ To this end [ propose thata number of your more affluent sub- 
scribers, of which, I shall be happy to be one, subscribe a shilling, or even 
sixpence per weck extra, furnishing you with a list of three or six poor persons, 
to whom they wish the ‘* Jewish Chronicle” delivered gratis, for their money ; 
this would at once effect your object for ameliorating the condition of Jewish 


society, and would not, affect the purses of ourselves. And thus would you be 


placed in a position of recompensing yourselves for your labors, and of rendering 
your periodical permanent. 
I am, Sir, 
Your Friend, &c. §. 
N.B. ‘Thousands of religious tracts are in this manner distributed by our 
Christian friends; why should-we as Jews be behind hand. 


Mr. Eprror, 


I am a poor man, whose children receive education and clothing 
at the Jews’ Free School, and am therefore hurt to see the slur which is covertly 
‘attempted to be cast on that institution, ina letter signed M. D: that appeared 
in the “ Voice of Jacob” last week. I am sure that all my friends agree With me 

in thinking that we derive the greatest benefit from the Jews’ Free School, and if 
there be any faults to be found in the systems adopted there, there can be none 
with the institution itself; and as to children’s going to schools set up for converting 
us, the reason of that is, that many parents foolishly object to let their children 
submit to certain regulations which are enforced,: for the sake of preserving 
cleanliness and health in so numerous a school. I hope you will excuse the liberty 
I take in writing to you, as many abier men might be found to answer the letter I 
have mentioned. | 
I am, Sir, yout obedient Servant, 
A WORKING MAN. 


| 7 MISCELLANEOUS. 

~ We have much pleasure in giving the following extract from the “ Hull Rock- 

ingham,” of December 11th, The subject needs no comment, as it speaks its own 

recommendation to our notice: | 
“ Cuoarnity have noticed in another 


of officers for the management of the Hull Workhouse, commonly designated the 
Charity Hall. Our object, in this, is to remind our readers, that the late governor 
has held the office for three successive years, acircumstance of which there is no 
record for upwards of two hundred years. Mr. Jacobs, the gentleman in question 
1s of the Jewish persuasion, and though a jew, has been twice soo thet in this 
important office by his brother Christians in consequence of the exem lary 
manner in which he had discharged its duties, retiring with the aratitudé sa 
applause of his brother guardians. We make these observations in commendation 
of the liberality of the guardians, as well as to satisfy their fellow christians, that 
the pix .ssion of Judaism is perfectly accordant with the discharge of the duties 
of a ciuzen, whether they are moral, physical, civil, or political, “Why then is it 
a bar to the enjoyment of the privileges of citizenship? Why should not Mr Jacobs 
and his brethren be placed in all respects on a level with the other members of the 
‘great community, and in their turn be called to the discharge of public duties as 


paragraph the annual selection 


_ Assur Sampson, Esq., £1. | 


— 


well as the enjoyment of the honours connected with them? Why are the 
ancient barbarous and unjust distinctions between men of varying opinions still 
preserved ?” 


One of the youths educated in the pty “153, has received permission to read 
prayers in the Hamburg Synagogue this evening and to-morrow. 


Rabbi Aaron delivered a lecture in the hall of the Great Synagogue on Saturday 
last. His subject was the story of Joseph, which ,he demonstrated as bein 
every way conducive to the worship of God, showing that in no circumstances did 
Joseph forget his duty to Heaven ; and _ that indeed there could be no case which 
would justify any man in overlooking his responsibility to Providence for all his 
actions. The learned Rabbi also took occasion to dilate at some length, and in a 
very impressive manner on the recent discovery of Jewish children in Christian 
schools, pointing out the irremediable evils likely to arise, except energetic 
measures were adopted to prevent the recurrence of such a circumstance. While 
on this subject we must be allow ed to express our regret at the thin attendance at 
the lecture, and which we hope arose rather from ignorance that there was a 
lecture than from any apathy on the partof the public: as we feel assured that 
no one who listens to one discourse will not benefit by it, and greedily devour a 
second. We trust on Saturday next to sce a more numerous audience, 


Mrs. De Rothschild acting with that spirit of liberality which ever distinguishes 
her, gave orders for the distribution of one hundred and eighty six suits of winter 
clothing to one hundred and eighty-six poor girls, being the number at present in 
the Jews’ Free School. | 


We have much pleasure in being permitted to announce the following list of 
Donations and Subscriptions to the “ Evening School for Adult Jewish Females,” 
conducted by the young ladies who manage the Girl’s department of the Free 
School: Francis H. Goldsmid, Esq., £1. 1s. annually; M. Davis, Esq., (Leman . 
Street), half guinea annually; A Friend, per Alfred Davis, Esq., half guinea 
annually. Mrs. A. Montefiore, a donation of £5.; Miss Montefiore, £2., and 


A meeting of the Committee of the “ Jews Infant School,” was held on Sunday. 
last; preparatory, we believe, to the adoption of measures for consolidating the 
systems of Jewish Education, and for the purpose of considering the expediency 
of celebrating their anniversary by a dinner. Much credit is due to the indefati- 
cable exertions of Walter Josephs, Esq., the Honorary Secretary to this institution, 
for his endeavours to promote its welfare. Were we, permitted, we should feel 
happy in recording a recent act of this gentleman’s; we only refrain from doing 
so, because we know he has no desire to blazon his good deeds; and _ because, 
also, we regfet to think he did not meet with that success his application merited, 
We intend shortly paying a visit to the Infant School, for the purpose of putting 
our readers in possession of some interesting facts.connected with it. 


Mr. Solomon Jacobs will deliver a lecture on Saturday next, in the hall of the 
great Synagogue, Duke’s-place, at one o'clock precisely. . 
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK. 


Saturday 5th,—Tebeth December 18th, Section of Law to be read ap) 
Genises. chap. 44, verse 18. Haphtoroth, Ezekiel chap. 37, ver.15,  _ 


‘time of Sabbath going out—26 min, to 5. 


Sunday, 6% Tebeth 6th, December 19th 
Wednesday eee eee Oth. 22nd, 

* Thursday MWY MIVN 10th. 23rd. 
Friday—Sabbath half-past 3.......... 24th. 


*A Fast kept in commemoration of the commencement of the siege of Jerusalem, by Nebuchadnezzar 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

M’s excellent letter is unavoidably deferred till our next number. : 
Our Correspondent’s account of the Hamburg Free School shall receive out 
earliest attention. | 
W. G. H's. Lines, which reflect much credit on the youthful author, are, we 


‘regret to say, inadmissible. 


P. A. (Liverpool)—Shall have our earliest attention. He knows we have much 


to do. 
The letter from Lord G. Gordon, and J. H. & M. J. most probably in our next. 
Ben Israel—Is informed that all articles written by Jews, and which have 4 
moral or philusophical tendency, shall have our best consideration, and will most 
probably find a place in our columns. 


Our Manchester Friend.—C., S., and other Friends, tuo late for this week. 
The Lecture in the Hambro’ Synagogue, and Mr. Oppenheim’s letter in our next. 
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